[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]A~ €5 &) M- €% =



The Spire
Issue 2011 Vol. 10         A Publication of First Presbyterian Church of Warren, Ohio          October 2011
OUR CHURCH OFFICERS

In the Presbyterian Church (USA), we have a representative form of government, much like our national government.  Persons from the membership are elected by the Congregation to serve in various leadership capacities.


In order to fully exercise the ecclesiastical model, all of us should feel free to contact our elected officers to give feedback, offer input and share opinions about any and all matters relating to the mission and operation of our Church.


With this in mind, your Church Officers are listed below.  Please contact them if you want your voice heard throughout the year on matters of policy, program and issues related to our building and grounds.  Call the Church Office for telephone numbers if you do not have them.
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The Session (for all matters relating to Church policy, worship, education, stewardship, personnel, general issue of governance, building and grounds, insurance and investment and handling of Church’s monies):

Andrea Caputo



Bill Holk 



Ray Rubrake

Christopher Chuirazzi


Chris Lovett



Bob Stahl

Barbara Copeland



John Pogue



Cliff Straitiff

Sue Dennis




Rich Polenick


Lawrence Weeks

Lynnette Devanny



Jim Ries



Gary Wireman

The Board of Deacons (for issues related to the Church’s ministry of compassion and care to members and to those outside the Congregation):
Mary Chuirazzi



Marilyn Johnson


Jim Sherwood

Linda Conway



Beverley Kiefer


Susan Stahl

Barbara Cribley



Susan Nadenichek


Shelly Straitiff
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Virginia Hatch



Marilyn Pogue


Suzie Wireman

Rachael Herriman



Debbie Ries



Betty Kay Womer

Heidi Holk




Pat Rogers



Marilou Zampedro

The Endowment Board





Brian Annandono



Jim Herriman






Amy Burd




Rick Hope




Lynn Griffith, III



Rufus Sparks
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As I write this, my bags are in the back of my Jeep, and I am about to take a road trip. I am headed to St. Louis, Missouri; more specifically, to the Sisters of St Joseph of Carondelet chapter house, along the Mississippi, a few miles south of downtown. Yes, that’s right. I am going to a nunnery.


For the past seven years, I have been a member of the board of directors of Programs of Religious Activities with Youth (P.R.A.Y.). P.R.A.Y. is an organization that works with Protestant denominations and with youth-serving agencies such as Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Campfire, etc. For the past few years we have been exploring a new partnership with Big Brothers/Big Sisters. We try to bring together these disparate entities that work with youth and a dozen or so Protestant denominations that have ties to our organization. We host an annual get-together each spring for denominational youth workers and leaders from the youth agencies. We write curricula for one-on-one interaction between an adult and a kid. By far the most famous of these is the Boy Scout God and Country program. Actually, it is four courses called God and Me, God and Family, God and Church, and God and Life. You probably thought that it was the Boy Scouts who ran that program, but it is P.R.A.Y.


It has been a wonderful time. For the last two years I have been the board’s president, and I have found the whole experience very fulfilling. I like the people I have worked with and I like the ministry that is being done. 


As I rush out the door, I want to thank all of you. Many of you did not know that you were giving me time to take on this responsibility, but you were. As I drive off to St. Louis for the final time, I am grateful to you for it.

Rusty
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Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn,
for they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the meek,
for they shall inheri the carth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for rightcousness, for they shall be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful
for they shall obtain mercy:

Blessed are the pure of heart,
for they shall sce God.

Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called children of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted
for rightcousness sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 5:3-10
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VISIT YOUR FRIENDS AT LAKE VISTA…
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On Monday, October 17, 2011, we will be visiting with our friends and members at Lake Vista in Cortland beginning at 1:30 p.m.  We welcome anyone who would like to go along to share time with those at Lake Vista.  We will meet on the second floor of the apartment building. 
TWO-CENTS-A-MEAL OFFERING

The Deacons will be collecting for the 2¢-A-Meal offering on Sunday, October 2, during our regular worship service.  This program provides a channel for Presbyterians to respond to the crisis of hunger at home and abroad.  Don’t forget to bring your coins to drop in the offering buckets.  We will collect the 2¢-A-Meal offering on the first Sunday of each month.
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  Our next celebration of Communion will be World Communion Sunday, October 2, 2010, during our regular 10:00 a.m. worship service.  
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COMMUNITY LUNCH NEWS
“Live by faith, not by sight”

On Tuesday, September 20, the Deacons served a meal of stuff pepper soup (prepared by the wonderful kitchen crew at Christ Episcopal Church), tossed salad, fudge brownies, bread and butter and beverages to 99 of our community residents.  Bags of groceries were distributed to 46 families.  The next Community Lunch will be Tuesday, October 18, 2011.  If you would like to volunteer, contact Pat McCaughan or the Church Office.
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THE DEACONS would like to thank all who remember the Deacons’ Cupboard while shopping.  They are always in need of soup, macaroni and cheese, spaghetti and other macaroni products and large paper grocery bags.  They are requesting paper products (i.e., toilet tissue, Kleenex, paper towels, etc.) for the months of October and November.  You may leave your items in the Deacons’ box in Fellowship Hall.
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BE SURE TO GREET THE FOLLOWING folks who will be in Church to welcome you during the month of October: Tony Ewell will be Usher Captain; Greeters will be Marilou Zampedro-Captain, Martha Gougler, Barbara Cribley and Heidi Holk.   Please take a few minutes to thank these fine folks for all their hard work and dedication.
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The 2011 GHOST WALK has been scheduled by the Fine Arts Council for Friday, October 14; Saturday, October 15; Friday, October 21, and Saturday, October 22, 2011.  For more information, call the Fine Arts Council at 330-399-1212.
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KIRK CLUB NEWS
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Jim and Barbara Sherwood, who entertained the Kirk Club last year with narration and pictures of their trip to Ireland, will continue the journey to the British Isles with a program about their recent trip to Scotland.  The dinner and program will be at the regular 6:00 p.m. time on Tuesday, October 25.  If you would like to come for the catered dinner ($9.00), please telephone Edith Elliott at 330-394-8468 for reservations by Sunday, October 23.  If you would like to hear about the trip with no dinner, reservations are not necessary.  Just come at 6:45 p.m.  Everyone is welcome.  This will be the final program for 2011.  The final two meetings will be next April and May.  We hope to greet and see you at the Kirk Club!!  
OGLEBAY RESORT, WHEELING, WV – Mark your calendars for December 12, 2011, and join us for a bus trip to Oglebay Resort.  The Kirk Club is planning a fun-filled day of activities. Everyone is invited!!! 

When:   
Monday, December 12, 2011 – 10:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.; 

Departs from parking lot of First Presbyterian Church.

What:

· Buffet luncheon at Wheeling Park

· Tour of Historic Mansion and Museum

· Visit to Carriage House Glass Museum and Gift Shop


· Stroll light and music extravaganza at the Good Zoo

· Winter Festival of Lights (six-mile drive with guide)

Cost:

$55.00 per person
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Payment:  Make payment to First Presbyterian Church (note in memo line Oglebay Trip); deadline for payment is Monday, November 8, 2011; first-come, first-served basis.  WE ONLY HAVE 54 TICKETS AVAILABLE; seats are filling up fast, so GET YOURS TODAY!!  For more information or if you have any questions, contact Katylu Herriman at 330-856-4423 or Martha Ellers at 330-399-6237.
PRAYER TALK – COME JOIN US THURSDAY MORNINGS at 8:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall for our weekly prayer talk.  We begin with a guided meditation of scripture and prayer and end our session in fellowship.  Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend. For more information, call the Church Office. 
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Happy Birthday to…
10/01
 Nancy Walter

10/16
  Judy Wistar
10/03
 Virginia Hrinsin
10/17
Jessica Oswald

 Heidi Spicher
10/18
Kennedy McKee
10/06
 Ruth Wilson

Kylie McKee
10/08
 Savannah Ewell
10/19
M.A. Vlad
10/09
 Casey Haering  
10/20
Joe Dudley
10/10  Barbara Cribley

Marilyn Townsend
10/11
 Hannah Ferguson 

Bayleigh Wistar
10/12
 Marilyn Fritch
10/22
Jean Musser

 Sally Taylor

Susan Stahl
10/13
 Deri Hanlon
10/27
JoAnn Rubrake
10/14
 Pauline Nelson
10/28
Elizabeth Leininger
10/15
 Jean Taylor
10/30
Sarah Fitzgerald

 Elizabeth Vilicka
10/31
Violet Robbins
MIRIAM-ESTHER CIRCLE begins a new year of study and fellowship on Thursday, October 6, 2011.  We invite you to join us at 11:00 a.m. the first Thursday of each month.  We will be discussing the Beatitudes from 11:00 –noon then enjoying lunch and fellowship from 12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m.  Just bring a bag lunch - dessert is furnished.  See M.A. Vlad for a study book or if you have any questions.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS for Sunday, October 16, and plan to join us in celebrating Children’s Sabbath.  Our young musicians and Church School members will celebrate the Joy of God as a Child of God.

PIZZA and PLANNING PARTY will follow worship on Sunday, October 16, 2011, for kids grades K-11 (and your parents) interested in helping to plan and participate in our Christmas Service!!!  Melanie, Michael, Steve, Chuck and some other fun folks are anxious to hear your ideas.  You’ll already be at Church for Children’s Sabbath, so plan to stay.  See you there!!

YOUR BOARD OF DEACONS’ Congregational Care Committee strives to achieve its mission to minister to those who are in need.  If you are aware of any member or any need that we should be addressing, please let one of us know.  Committee members are Deb Ries, Susan Nadenichek, Pat Rogers, Marilou Zampedro, Linda Conway and Susan Stahl; you may also call the Church Office.




MISSION OPPORTUNITIES


The Relay for Life team charged for parking in the Church lot during 12 of the 14 “Rock at the Amp” concerts. The Church team raised $3,905.00 toward the 2012 relay. Patrick Shannon and his team took the other two concerts to raise money for his Relay for Life team. You will have to ask Patrick how they did. Overall we received very few complaints about charging for parking. Several people asked why we waited so long to charge. 

The CROPWALK is COMING:  The CROPWALK will be October 9, 2011, at 1:30 p.m. with registration starting at 1:00 p.m. The Warren walk will be combined with the Cortland walk again this year. Sponsor sheets are available in the office. The sponsor sheets are in a Recruiter’s envelope in the mailbox of Ray Rubrake. When you take a sponsor sheet, write your name and the number on the corner of the sponsor sheet on the back of the Recruiter’s envelope. The theme this year is water. Crop is asking each walker to sponsor himself/herself for $20.11 (equivalent to the year). A Minute for Mission on October 2, 2011, will talk more about the significance of $20.11.  The walk will start and end at the Cortland United Methodist Church, 155 N. High Street.

The Alternative Christmas program will begin November 13, 2911, in Fellowship Hall and continue through December 18, 2011. The agencies that will be supported are Heifer International, Water for People and Networkers (through PC (USA)), Animal Welfare, Habitat for Humanity Trumbull Branch, Second Harvest Food Bank and  Someplace Safe. There will be more detail in the November Spire. 

There will be a Minute for Mission on October 16, 2011, for Bread for the World. This organization works toward alleviating hunger and malnutrition throughout the world. There will be envelopes provided if you would like to make a donation to this program.

The Committee is requesting that you check two websites.  Hungersite.com allows you to donate to combat world hunger by clicking on a donate button of the website. Just clicking on the button donates a dollar to provide meals around the world.   Ecology.com is a website that has ecology information on many areas of the world. In addition, you can contribute to support many ecology programs.  

The Household Hazardous Waste Recycling Facility at 5138 Enterprise Drive has closed for 2011. However, the recycling center on North River Road in Howland is open on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. There are other sites in Warren and around the county. 

Next Meeting: October 5, 2011, at 7:00 p.m.
Peace, Mission Committee of FPC: Chris Chuirazzi, Barb Copeland, Nina Pykare and Ray Rubrake.



STRESS

A young lady confidently walked around the room while leading and explaining stress management to an audience; she raised a glass of water, and everyone knew she was going to ask the ultimate question, ‘half empty or half full?’  She fooled them all. “How heavy is this glass of water?” she inquired with a smile.  Answers called out ranged from 8 oz. to 20 oz.


She replied, “The absolute weight doesn’t matter.  It depends on how long I hold it.  If I hold it for a minute, that’s not a problem.  If I hold it for an hour, I’ll have an ache in my right arm.  If I hold it for a day, you’ll have to call an ambulance.  In each case it’s the same weight; however, the longer I hold it, the heavier it becomes.”  She continued, “And that’s the way it is with stress.  If we carry our burdens all the time, sooner or later, as the burden becomes increasingly heavy, we won’t be able to carry on.”


“As with the glass of water, you have to put it down for a while and rest before holding it again.  When we’re refreshed, we can carry on with the burden – holding stress longer and better each time practiced.  So, as early in the evening as you can, put all your burdens down.  Don’t carry them through the evening and into the night.  Pick them up tomorrow.  Whatever burdens you’re carrying now, let them down for a moment.  Relax; pick them up later after you’ve rested.  Life is short.  Enjoy it and the new ‘supposed’ stress that you’ve conquered!”

· Accept the fact that some days you’re the pigeon, and some days you’re the statue!

· Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in case you have to eat them.

· Always read stuff that will make you look good if you die in the middle of it.

· Drive carefully; it’s not only cars that can be recalled by their Maker.

· If you can’t be kind, at least have the decency to be vague.

· If you lend someone $20 and never see that person again, it was probably worth it.

· It may be that your sole purpose in life is simply to serve as a warning to others.

· Never buy a car you can’t push.

· Never put both feet in your mouth at the same time, because then you won’t have a leg to stand on.

· Nobody cares if you can’t dance well; just get up and dance.

· Since it’s the early worm that gets eaten by the bird, sleep late.

· The second mouse gets the cheese.

· When everything’s coming your way, you’re in the wrong lane.

· Birthdays are good for you.  The more you have, the longer you live.

· You may be only one person in the world, but you may also be the world to one person.
· Some mistakes are too much fun to make only once.

· We could learn a lot from crayons.  Some are sharp; some are pretty; some are dull. Some have weird names; all are different colors, but they all have to live in the same box.

· A truly happy person is one who can enjoy the scenery on a detour.

· Have an awesome day and know that someone has thought about you today.





CLERK’S CORNER
Actions from the regular meeting of Session on September 21, 2011:

This was a short meeting with most of the time spent going over a draft of the new form of government for Eastminster Presbytery.


The infant Baptisms of Jane Evelyn Odille, the daughter of  Shelly Lyn (Taylor) and Nicholas Ray Odille; Jacob Anthony Ewell, the son of Caryn Beth (Devanny) and Anthony Carl Ewell; and Indy John Taylor Meyer, the son of Holly Ann (Taylor) and Douglas Meyer took place on September 18, 2011, during worship.


Building and Grounds reported that the goal is to have the major work on the hall done for the wedding of Lyn Click and Paul Dockery on September 24, 2011.  A clean-up will be done on September 22-23 in preparation for the wedding.


Our income for August was $48,648.60. A pre-payment of pledges and a transfer of funds inflated the income. August expenses were $22,334.73. Our YTD income is $209,974.28 with the August events inflating YTD income. YTD expenses are $193,597.37.  As of August 31, 2011, our pledges are at 61.63% versus 66.67% to be on budget.


The Stewardship Campaign will be conducted in October.


The Baptisms of Sarah Isabel Ferguson, born December 18, 2000, and Hanna Elisabeth Ferguson, born October 11, 2002, to Dell T. and Jennifer Ferguson, were approved for October 9, 2011, during worship.


The draft of the Manual of Operations for Eastminster Presbytery was reviewed. The 2010 General Assembly voted to approve a new form of governance for the PC(USA), which was effective July 1, 2011. The new form of governance should result in fewer people serving on Presbytery committees. 


The Presbytery will have a Presbytery Council, which will oversee committee activities. There will be fewer committees overall with four meetings of the Presbytery: March, May, September and November and with four committee nights: February, April, August and October. 


Communion was celebrated on September 11, 2011, with 154 served.


Our membership is 298. This reflects the death of Fenwick Broberg on August 23, 2011.

Peace, 

Ray Rubrake, Clerk of Session  




First Presbyterian Church
256 Mahoning Avenue NW
Warren, OH 44483

(330) 393-1524  (330) 393-1526 fax
WHKZ 1440 AM Sundays 10:00 a.m.

fpcwarren@hotmail.com
www.fpcwarren.org













ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED


Being a Christian is like being a pumpkin. God lifts you up, takes you in and washes all the dirt off you. He opens you up, touches you deep inside and scoops out all the yucky stuff-- including the seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc.   Then He carves you a new smiling face and puts His light inside you to shine for all the world to see.  Happy Fall!!
 HEAR YE! HEAR YE!  TAPESTRIES OF OHIO, INC.  You are hereby invited to attend a Medieval Celebration of Christmastyme complete with food, fun and fanfare.  The 12-voice ensemble is directed by our very own Beverley Kiefer.  Performances are December 2, 3, 9 and 10 at 7:00 p.m., at Christ Episcopal Church, 2627 Atlantic Street NE, Warren, Ohio, and will feature Tom Burd appearing in the role of jester.  Doors open 30 minutes prior to performances.  Reservations required.  Cost is $30 per person or $220 for a table of 8 before November 21 or $35 per person or $260 for a table of 8 after November 21.  Tapestries of Ohio, Inc. is a non-profit, self-sustaining organization dedicated to providing educational and entertaining activities in Trumbull County and the Mahoning Valley.  Members of Tapestries volunteer their time and talents throughout the year to ensure the highest quality performances possible during our Madrigal dinners.  A tapestry of Ohio, Inc. is an associate of the Fine Arts Council of Trumbull County.  For more information, call 330-720-5576 or visit www.tapestriesofohio.net. [image: image1.png]



IT WAS WITH JOY THAT WE BAPTIZED


      Jacob Anthony Ewell			                Indy John Taylor Meyer


       Born: May 13, 2011					         Born: June 14, 2011


Born to Tony and Caryn Ewell			        Born to Douglas and Holly Meyer


Jane Evelyn Odille


Born: April 21, 2011


Born to Nicholas and Shelley Odille


Baptized: September 18, 2011


AND WE JOIN IN WELCOMING JACOB, INDY AND JANE


INTO THE HOUSEHOLD OF GOD AND THIS FAMILY OF FAITH,


AS THEY BEGIN THEIR FAITH JOURNEY WITHIN


THE BODY OF CHRIST.
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If we have overlooked anyone’s birthday, we apologize.   Please contact the Church Office so that we may update our records.
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First Presbyterian Church of Warren, Ohio


Mission Statement�First Presbyterian Church is a worshiping, welcoming Community of Faith.  We are called by God to be ambassadors of Christ to all people through preaching the gospel, teaching discipleship and serving in the name of Christ Jesus.


First Presbyterian Church of Warren, Ohio


Vision Statement


Glorify and enjoy God through worship, education and service.
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We try to bring together these disparate entities that work with youth and a dozen or so Protestant denominations that have ties to our organization.
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