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Service For The

Lord’s Day
                         Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 14, 2010            *Those who are able, please stand.             
10:00 A.M Worship

WELCOME!  We are glad you are worshiping with us today.  We pray that you will be challenged and find joy, hope and celebration in this hour spent together in the presence of God.  Please sign and pass the “Ritual of Friendship” booklet; then, return it to the first person.  Note those who worship with you so that you might greet them by name.

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP




With each strike of the whip, with each lash, with each cut, each scar and each laceration – You took on my sins.  My transgressions have been written on Your flesh.  For me, You accepted them and carried them to Calvary.  With each step, You bore my sins as You bore Your cross.  And through Your death, You won my salvation: through Your sacrifice, I am renewed; through Your stripes, I am healed.   
GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER TO WORSHIP

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*PASSING OF THE PEACE (Please greet nearby worshipers and return to your seat.)

PRELUDE
“Duets for Flutes”
Quantz


II. Affetuoso



Katie Gray and Rachael Herriman, flute
INTROIT
“O Sacred Head Now Wounded”
Bach
*CALL TO WORSHIP
(Responsive)

Leader:  
A new day has dawned, God’s gift to us; the fruits of the land are ours to enjoy.
All:
We are a new creation in Jesus Christ; the old has passed away; the new 
has come.
Leader:
This is a day for forgiveness and reconciliation; celebrate God’s love for the lost 
who are found.
All:
The glad cries of deliverance surround us; shouts of joy arise from our 
hearts.
Leader:
Let all who are faithful offer up prayers; may all who are in Christ give thanks.
All:
We will be glad and join the dance of life; with the upright of heart, we 
rejoice and sing.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION    (In Unison)

Welcoming God, we have gathered together so that You may teach us the way we should go.  In our times of distress and need, You have provided.  When we have stubbornly followed our own plans, You have curbed our impulses.  From our days of confusion and aimless wandering, You have rescued us and restored us to our true identity.  Meet us now as we worship together to shape us into a righteous, reconciling people.  Amen.
*HYMN

“Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!”
No. 145
*CALL TO CONFESSION     (Lay Reader)

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION    (In Unison)


O God, we will not try to hide from You the wrong we have done or the good we have neglected.  You know our transgressions.  You have observed our pretensions.  We have claimed too lightly the label “Christian,” for often we cut ourselves off from You and from people we disdain.  At times our rebellion leaves us hungry, alone and friendless.  O God, we are not worthy to be called Your children.  Grant us, we pray, Your forgiveness and pardon and a renewed sense of who You intend us to be and to become.  Amen.


*KYRIE



No. 574

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON     (Lay Reader)

*GLORIA PATRI


No. 579

GOD’S PEOPLE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION     (In Unison)

God, Whose love for us never fails, even when we wander far from home, teach us compassion for all who are lost and confused.  Keep us from living as competitors for Your favors, that we might participate joyfully in Your forgiving, reconciling work.  Make us ambassadors for Christ, so that all Your children may come home to Your welcoming arms.  Amen.
FIRST READING


Psalm 32
ANTHEM
“A Lenten Prayer”
Powell



Katie Gray, flute
CHILDREN’S TIME   (Afterward, children may go to early release.)
SECOND READING


Luke 15:11b-32
SERMON


“Mr. Bad and Mr. Worse”
Rev. Rusty Cowden

*HYMN

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
No. 171
GOD’S PEOPLE RESPOND

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    
“The Apostles’ Creed” (Traditional)
Hymnal p. 14
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE


…“Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever.  Amen.”

OFFERTORY
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
arr. Olstad



Rachael Herriman and Katie Gray, flute
*DOXOLOGY

No. 592

*OFFERTORY PRAYER     (In Unison)

Thank You, God, for proclaiming our worth when we do not value ourselves.  Thank You for welcoming us to a celebration of life with so many precious gifts.  Thank You now for the privilege of sharing so others may be led to Your joyous embrace.  Help us to be generous in gratitude for Your lavish provision for all our needs.  Amen.
*HYMN

“I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art”
No. 457
GOD’S PEOPLE GO FORTH TO SERVE

*CHARGE AND BLESSING
*BENEDICTION
“O Sacred Head Now Wounded”
Bach
*POSTLUDE
“Invention No. 13”
Bach
THE CELEBRATION HAS ENDED;

LET OUR SERVICE BEGIN!
WELCOME VISITORS!  We are pleased you chose to worship with us today.  To learn more about First Presbyterian Church of Warren, we invite you to pick up a Welcome Packet at one of the Sanctuary entrances.
FPC VISION:  Glorify and enjoy God through worship, education and service.

FPC’S WEB PAGE ADDRESS is http://www.fpcwarren.org – come visit us on the ‘Net!  Our e-mail address is fpcwarren@hotmail.com.
RELAY-FOR-LIFE FUNDRAISER – The youth of FPC will be selling purple ribbon sun catchers in order to raise money for the 2010 Relay-for-Life team.  Sign up on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall for your very own sun catcher.  FPC member Rita Stringham will be making the ribbons, and all proceeds will go to our Relay team.  We hope to reach a goal of $5,000.  Each ribbon will sell for $10.
SANCTUARY FLOWER CHART – The Sanctuary Flower Chart is posted in the hallway outside the Church Office.  Please reserve your date/dates for 2010.  Remember, you are able to have flowers on the Chancel, the Columbarium Doors or both.
TRUMBULL MOBILE MEALS is sponsoring a “Miles for Meals” fundraiser, and FPC is part of the endeavor.  Did you know that 84,000 miles were driven and over 120, 000 meals were served in 2008?  TMM uses 50-60 volunteers daily, and over 50,000 volunteer hours are donated per year.  To help defray the costs, TMM has asked us to collect “Miles for Meals” money.  On the window sill in the outer office, there is a small van bank.  Please prayerfully consider dropping your donations in the van.  This fundraiser will continue until September 15, 2010, so save your change and let’s make a difference for the elderly of our community.

DO YOU HAVE FAMILY, FRIENDS OR OTHERS serving our Country in the military?  If so, we are interested in putting together a ‘prayer list’ of these heroes.  Please call the Church Office at 330-393-1524 or email Carol at fpcwarren@hotmail.com and we will begin a list.  The names will be published in the monthly Spire so we can all pray for their safety.
JUST A REMINDER…Save the following product labels for our Adopt-A-School:  Campbell soup, Swanson, Heinz baby food, Mrs. Paul’s, Open Pit, Marie salad dressing, Schwebel bread, Vlasic and Betty Crocker box tops.  You can drop off your labels in the appropriate container in the hallway outside the Church Office.
LENT is the Old English word for spring. In almost all other languages, Lent's name is a derivative of the Latin term quadragesima or "the forty days."  The traditional purpose of Lent is the preparation of the believer — through prayer, penitence, almsgiving and self-denial — for the annual commemoration during Holy Week of the Death and Resurrection of Jesus, which recalls the events linked to the Passion of Christ and culminates in Easter, the celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  In our reformed theology, we see Lent as a time of renewal and rededication to our faith and works.  This year’s Lenten study series will focus on experiencing our Sunday morning worship with new eyes and understanding.  The theme is “The Route to Rote” and we will examine a part of worship each week that we do by rote.  We will have a led discussion after a light meal each Sunday evening beginning at 5:00 p.m. and encourage all to attend and bring a friend.  Please plan on attending our Lenten studies by signing up on the bulletin board in the hallway so that we can properly plan enough food.  Drinks and table service will be provided; you only need to bring an appetite and a willing spirit. 
THE TRUMBULL FOOD COALITION has been serving the hungry in our county since 1983.  Any food item donated to our Food Pantry through April 30 will help the coalition share in the $1 million give-a-way to fight hunger, which is sponsored by the Allen Shawn Feinstein Foundation.  Please don’t forget the Food Pantry the next time you are out shopping.
USHER CAPTAINS AND GREETERS NEEDED – We are in need of Usher Captains and Greeters for 2010!!!  If you are available and are interested in serving your Church family in this capacity, please sign up on the designated sheet on the bulletin board outside the Church Office or see George Hebberts.

THE DEACONS are requesting specific items for the food pantry each month.  During March, they are requesting boxed macaroni and cheese, canned soup and laundry detergent.  They also need approximately 100 brown bags each month in order to double bag for strength.  You may leave your items in the Deacons’ box in Fellowship Hall.
ATTENTION ELDERS - The next regular Session is scheduled for Wednesday, March 17, 2010, beginning at 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall.  Session packets are ready for pick up and can be found in your mailbox.
JOIN US THURSDAY MORNINGS . . . for our weekly prayer walk.  We will meet in Fellowship Hall for guided devotionals with scripture and prayer.  We continue our walk with the Lord with closing prayers in the Sanctuary, then (weather permitting) a walk along the Municipal Riverwalk Trail.  Please join us!
HEARING DEVICES to better enable you to hear the service are available from one of the ushers.  Please return the device at the end of the service.
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING – Since 1944, Presbyterians have joined with other Christians through One Great Hour of Sharing to share God’s love with people experiencing need.  Our gifts support ministries of disaster response, refugee assistance and resettlement and community development that help people find safe refuge, start new lives and work together to strengthen their families and communities.  The OGHS Offering will be received on Palm Sunday, March 28, 2010.  Where does the money go?  The Presbyterian Hunger Program receives 36% of undesignated OGHS gifts, while the Self-Development of People and the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance each receives 32%.
RADIO MINISTRY is funded this morning by Lynn Griffith, Jr. and JoAnn and Ray Rubrake.   Our service is broadcast at 10:00 a.m. Sundays on WHKZ-1440 AM.  If you would like to contribute to this ministry, donations designated for the Radio Ministry may be placed in the offering plate; contributions may also be mailed to the Church Office with “Radio Ministry” in the memo of the check.
LARGE-PRINT BULLETINS AND HYMNALS ARE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST FROM OUR USHERS AND GREETERS.

LAY READER:


Jen Beerbower 
FLOWERS:


Shelly Straitiff
USHER CAPTAIN:


Zam Zampedro

GREETERS:
Marilou Zampedro, Captain
Martha Gougler




Barbara Cribley
Heidi Holk

 RADIO, LIGHTS AND SOUND SYSTEM:
Chuck Simpkins, Emeritus






Bill Kemp






Gary Wireman
VIDEO PROJECTION:


Robert Stahl
WEEK-AT-A-GLANCE


Sun, Mar. 14
- 4th Sunday in Lent 



- Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
8:30 am



- Adult Study, Parlor
9:00 am



- Worship
10:00 am



- Bell Rehearsal
11:15 am



- Back Door Theater, Mabel Culver Room
3:00 pm


- Lenten Studies, Fellowship Hall
5:00 pm


Mon, Mar. 15 
- Bulletin information due in Church Office



- Lake Vista Visitation
1:30 pm



- Deacons, Fellowship Hall
6:00 pm



- OA, Mabel Culver Room
7:00 pm



- Fibromyalgia Group, Parlor
7:00 pm



- AA, Westminster Hall
7:30 pm

Tue, Mar. 16
- SPIRE information due in Church Office



- Al-Anon, Mabel Culver Room
9:00 am



- Community Lunch, Fellowship Hall
12:00 pm
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- NA, Mabel Culver Room
7:00 pm

Wed, Mar. 17
- Happy St. Patrick’s Day 



- AA, Mabel Culver Room
7:30 pm


Thur, Mar. 18
- Prayer Walk, Fellowship Hall
8:30 am

Fri, Mar. 19
- Al-Anon, Mabel Culver Room
10:00 am



- Back Door Theater, Fellowship Hall
5:30 pm

Sun, Mar. 21
- 5th Sunday in Lent



- Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
8:30 am



- Church School
9:00 am



- Adult Study, Parlor
9:00 am



- Worship
10:00 am



- Bell Rehearsal, Sanctuary
11:15 am



- Back Door Rehearsal, Mabel Culver Room
3:00 pm



- Lenten Studies, Fellowship Hall
5:00 pm

Rev. Rusty Cowden

Pastor

      Melanie A. Vlad
                                                            Carol Hazinakis            

Director of Music Ministry
Administrative Assistant
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